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as follows: "If you could only execute this
little model,, Benvenuto, with the same per-
fection on a large scale, it would be the finest
piece in the piazza." I replied: "Most excellent
my lord, upon the piazza are now standing works
by the great Donatello and the incomparable
Michelangelo, the two greatest men who have
ever lived since the days of the ancients.* But
since your Excellency encourages my model with
such praise, I feel the heart to execute it at least
thrice as well in bronze." t No slight dispute
arose upon this declaration; the Duke protesting
that he understood these matters perfectly, and
was quite aware what could be done. I rejoined
that my achievements would resolve his dubita-
tions and debates; I was absolutely sure of being
able to perform far more than I had promised
for his Excellency, but that he must give me
means for carrying my work out, else I could
not fulfil my undertaking. In return for this his
Excellency bade me formulate my demands in a
petition, detailing all my requirements; he would
see them liberally attended to,

It is certain that if I had been cunning enough
to secure by contract all I wanted for my work, I
should not have incurred the great troubles which

*Donatello's Judith and Holofernes; Michelangelo**
David.

f It is difficult to give the exact sense of ftrtanfo
and parcht in the text but I think the drift of the
icntcncc it rendered above.